[Are calorimetric changes in brain injury a prognostic factor?].
Energy expenditure of 3 neuro-cranial trauma (Glasgow Score 4 +/- 1) are analysed by indirect calorimetry from D1 to D6 and correlated with other conventional modes of control: intracranial pressure, arterial pressure, temperature, urine output and so on... Energy expenditure usually remains close to resting energy expenditure (R.E.E.) but the nitrogen balance remains constantly negative in spite of a regimen consisting of 9 g. of nitrogen and 1,200 kCal per day. Increases in cranial pressure are accompanied by an 20-25% increase of energy expenditure. It appears that analysis of energy expenditure of the neurocranial trauma could be a useful prognostic index.